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PART A Group Interaction
Below is an extract from a newspaper interview with an intern in Hong Kong:

An intern in Hong Kong

Student Fonnie Tang joined an accounting ﬁrm during the summer holidays as an unpaid intern. She
wanted to gain work experience for her future career. She talks about how crucial her internship is to her
becoming an accountant.

What was your internship like?
I attended a one-week training course to learn about accounting techniques. After training, I was assigned
to assist some of the permanent staff.

What did you do during the internship?
I followed company staff on visits to clients’ offices, prepared financial balances and statements, and so
on.

What were the major challenges?
Assisting colleagues in the preparation of accounting documents can be complicated!

What have you learned about your chosen career?
You need to have good interpersonal skills to get on well with clients.

Any advice for potential interns?
Recognise your weaknesses and utilise your talents. The key to success is to have a sincere heart and a
desire to learn.

Your group wants to write a report about professional internships in Hong Kong. Discuss with your group
what to include in your report. You may want to talk about:

¢ how an unpaid internship could be beneficial
e  what the challenges would be of being a summer intern
e what characteristics a good intern should have

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1.  What job would you like to do in the future?
Would you like to apply for a summer internship?
Which company would you like to work for as an intern?

Why do you think some students would not be keen to be a summer intern?

Should all students be required to participate in an unpaid internship?

2

3

4

5.  How would you persuade your parents to let you be an intern?

6

7 Do you think students who have participated in an internship have an advantage in finding good jobs?
8

Which is more important in achieving success in your career — qualifications or experience?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is an extract from a newspaper interview with an intern in Hong Kong;:

An intern in Hong Kong

Student Fonnie Tang joined an accounting firm during the summer holidays as an unpaid intern. She
wanted to gain work experience for her future career. She talks about how crucial her internship is to her
becoming an accountant.

What was your internship like?
I attended a one-week training course to learn about accounting techniques. After training, I was assigned
to assist some of the permanent staff.

What did you do during the internship?

1 followed company staff on visits to clients’ offices, prepared financial balances and statements, and so
on.

What were the major challenges?
Assisting colleagues in the preparation of accounting documents can be complicated!

What have you learned about your chosen career?
You need to have good interpersonal skills to get on well with clients.

Any advice for potential interns?
Recognise your weaknesses and utilise your talents. The key to success is to have a sincere heart and a
desire to learn.

Your group wants to write a report about professional internships in Hong Kong. Discuss with your group
what to include in your report. You may want to talk about:

¢ how an unpaid internship could be beneficial
*  what the challenges would be of being a summer intern
®  what characteristics a good intern should have

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is an extract from an article which appeared in a newspaper on the Mainland:

Mooncake giving — a time-honoured or outdated tradition?

For centuries, mooncakes were the symbol of China’s Mid-Autumn Festival, but in recent years they have
become associated with excessive packaging and high calories.

In 2009 alone, China produced 250,000 tons of mooncakes, and wrapping paper consumed more than 6,000
trees, according to the People’s Daily website. However, regulations introduced by the Chinese government
appear to have exerted a major influence on the mooncake market. ‘Mooncakes have less wrapping
compared to last year and more are in recyclable paper boxes rather than metal ones,’ said a Walmart
salesperson in Beijing.

While luxury boxes may not be as prominent this year, there is not much change to the Mid-Autumn ‘gift
culture’ at the core of the excess. ‘It has become a custom we tiredly follow,’ said one customer, referring
to the practice of sending expensive mooncakes to superiors and important friends. Until the Chinese start
to question the time-honoured but outdated gift-sending mentality and encourage better packaging and
recycling standards, Mid-Autumn Festival will continue to be a time of wasteful over-consumption.

Your group is discussing the tradition of giving mooncakes. You may want to talk about:

o  whether the tradition of giving mooncakes is wasteful
o  whether traditional mooncakes should be replaced with non-traditional versions
¢ how the festival can be celebrated in a more environmentally-friendly way

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

How do you celebrate Mid-Autumn Festival?

Does your family eat all the mooncakes they receive?

Do you feel that it is important to buy mooncakes to celebrate Mid-Autumn Festival?
How do you feel about the variety of non-traditional mooncakes now available?

Do you think that cheaper, more simply packaged mooncakes are as attractive as a gift?
Do you think businesses should be fined for excessive mooncake packaging?

Do you agree that Hong Kong people are losing interest in giving mooncakes?

® NN~

Do you think it is important to maintain traditions like the giving of mooncakes?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jfor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is an extract from an article which appeared in a newspaper on the Mainland:

Mooncake giving — a time-honoured or outdated tradition?

For centuries, mooncakes were the symbol of China’s Mid-Autumn Festival, but in recent years they have
become associated with excessive packaging and high calories.

In 2009 alone, China produced 250,000 tons of mooncakes, and wrapping paper consumed more than 6,000
trees, according to the People’s Daily website. However, regulations introduced by the Chinese government
appear to have exerted a major influence on the mooncake market. ‘Mooncakes have less wrapping
compared to last year and more are in recyclable paper boxes rather than metal ones,” said a Walmart
salesperson in Beijing.

While luxury boxes may not be as prominent this year, there is not much change to the Mid-Autumn ‘gift
culture’ at the core of the excess. ‘It has become a custom we tiredly follow,’ said one customer, referring
to the practice of sending expensive mooncakes to superiors and important friends. Until the Chinese: start
to question the time-honoured but outdated gift-sending mentality and encourage better packaging and
recycling standards, Mid-Autumn Festival will continue to be a time of wasteful over-consumption.

Your group is discussing the tradition of giving mooncakes. You may want to talk about:

e whether the tradition of giving mooncakes is wasteful
e whether traditional mooncakes should be replaced with non-traditional versions
* how the festival can be celebrated in a more environmentally-friendly way

» anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is an extract from a blog about cosplay in Hong Kong:

Cosplay in Hong Kong

Japanese manga (comics) are becoming more popular worldwide, and
thanks to easy access to multimedia and the internet, the youth in Hong
Kong have become more involved in costume play, otherwise known as
cosplay — the act of dressing up in costumes and wigs and behaving like
their favourite characters in popular manga.

Indeed, the number of local youths participating in cosplay has increased
sharply. However, some of the experienced cosplayers think that the
standard of new cosplayers (who have less experience) is unacceptable,
and feel that they are ruining the image of Hong Kong cosplayers in
general. This is because they think that the newcomers’ cosplay
appearance does not accurately resemble the manga character, and they
may not fully understand the character that they are impersonating.

According to one blogger, this creates conflict among new and
experienced cosplayers, threatening the harmonious environment of
cosplay in Hong Kong.

Your group wants to give a presentation about cosplay in Hong Kong. Discuss with your group what to
include in your presentation. You may want to talk about:

e  whether cosplay is popular in Hong Kong
e how Hong Kong society views cosplayers
e how experienced cosplayers can help new cosplayers

+  anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

Why do some people like to read comic books?

Do you have any friends or family who enjoy dressing up as manga characters?
Would you dress up as a character from a comic book?

Do you think cosplay is more popular among boys or girls?

How would your parents feel about you participating in cosplay?

What do you think of people who enjoy cosplay?

Why do you think some young people enjoy the culture of cosplay?

© NS kW N~

In what other ways do young people express their identity?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is an extract from a blog about cosplay in Hong Kong:

Cosplay in Hong Kong

Japanese manga (comics) are becoming more popular worldwide, and
thanks to easy access to multimedia and the internet, the youth in Hong
Kong have become more involved in costume play, otherwise known as
cosplay — the act of dressing up in costumes and wigs and behaving like
their favourite characters in popular manga.

Indeed, the number of local youths participating in cosplay has increased ¥
sharply. However, some of the experienced cosplayers think that the |
standard of new cosplayers (who have less experience) is unacceptable, §
and feel that they are ruining the image of Hong Kong cosplayers in °
general. This is because they think that the newcomers’ cosplay
appearance does not accurately resemble the manga character, and they
may not fully understand the character that they are impersonating.

According to one blogger, this creates conflict among new and
experienced cosplayers, threatening the harmonious environment of
cosplay in Hong Kong,

Your group wants to give a presentation about cosplay in Hong Kong. Discuss with your group what to
include in your presentation. You may want to talk about:

e whether cosplay is popular in Hong Kong
¢ how Hong Kong society views cosplayers
¢ how experienced cosplayers can help new cosplayers

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
The biography below appeared in an online entertainment magazine:

King of Comedy

The ‘king of comedy’ Stephen Chow’s sense of humour and sharp wit have created some of the most
hilarious moments in Asian cinema. As an actor, director, producer and scriptwriter, Chow has consistently
produced films that have turned into box office gold.

Chow’s entry into comedy began with the 1990 film A/l For The Winner. Received well by Asian audiences,
Chow began to develop his distinct brand of humour known as ‘Mo Lei Tau’ and by 1994, found himself
capable of writing and directing successful films of his own, such as From Beijing with Love, God of
Cookery and King of Comedy.

Attempting to cater to a wider audience outside Asia, Chow began to change the comedic style of his films,
producing big budget productions which employed more comedic action, special effects and computer
generated imagery, as seen in his 2001 hit Shaolin Soccer. His follow-up film Kung Fu Hustle finally
brought him international acclaim, winning a BAFTA for ‘Best Film Not in the English Language’ and ‘Best
Director’ at the Golden Horse Film Awards.

You are members of the film club at your school. You want to organize a Stephen Chow festival. You may
want to talk about:

e  aspects of his life and career people would be interested in
¢ how you would get information about Stephen Chow
e activities that you could organize

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1.  Would you want to become a famous actor?

Do you prefer funny movies or serious movies?

Should famous actors be paid a lot of money?

Do you think famous actors are happy?

What school subjects may help someone become an actor?
What in your opinion makes a good actor?

Can a serious message be expressed through comedy?

® NS A wN

Do you think it is easier to make good comedy or good drama?

SREAWAY

81



2012-DSE
ENG LANG

PAPER 4

2.1

HONG KONG EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY
HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION 2012

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 4

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group interaction
You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes

for a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The biography below appeared in an online entertainment magazine:

King of Comedy

The ‘king of comedy’ Stephen Chow’s sense of humour and sharp wit have created some of the most
hilarious moments in Asian cinema. As an actor, director, producer and scriptwriter, Chow has consistently
produced films that have turned into box office gold. :

Chow’s entry into comedy began with the 1990 film Al/ For The Winner. Received well by Asian audiences,
Chow began to develop his distinct brand of humour known as ‘Mo Lei Tau’ and by 1994, found himself
capable of writing and directing successful films of his own, such as From Beijing with Love, God of
Cookery and King of Comedy.

Attempting to cater to a wider audience outside Asia, Chow began to change the comedic style of his films,
producing big budget productions which employed more comedic action, special effects and computer
generated imagery, as seen in his 2001 hit Shaolin Soccer. His follow-up film Kung Fu Hustle finally
brought him international acclaim, winning a BAFTA for ‘Best Film Not in the English Language’ and ‘Best
Director’ at the Golden Horse Film Awards.

You are members of the film club at your school. You want to organize a Stephen Chow festival. You may
want to talk about:

e aspects of his life and career people would be interested in
* how you would get information about Stephen Chow
* activities that you could organize

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to | minute to respond.
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Smart technology?

Forget super-smartphones and iPads; here are two products that are different in today’s consumer-technology

industry.

WA A o oK o o oK ok ke ke ok o ok ok ok 3 3K oK o ok o 3Kk ok ok ok ok ok oK 3 2 3k ok e ok sk 3k ok ok 3 36 2k ok ke o o ok 3K ok ok ok ok 3 ok sk ok o ok ko ok ok o ok ke ok ok ok o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

A 23cm-tall white

This device allows

The Karotz The Pogoplug

- bunny with a Hello you to put your
Kitty-type face and a personal files online
glowing tummy;, it is without trusting them
described as ‘an to a third party’s
intelligent house servers, where they
robot’. could be hacked.

It has a speaker for
playing internet
radio, a webcam and

Your data never
leaves your control.

By connecting your

a synthesized voice
that can read you
newspaper headlines.
In fact, a child could
use the Karotz to
signal to a parent at
work that he is home
from school.

computer to a
Pogoplug, you’re
creating your own
personal storage
system for all your
files such as music,
movies and photos.

Your group wants to write an article for your school magazine about technological products such as the
Karotz and the Pogoplug and their usefulness in our lives. Discuss with your group what to include in your
article. You may want to talk about:

e  why people like to use technological products
o the benefits of technological products in our lives
e  whether all technological products are useful

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

What technological product would you like to have?

What kinds of technological products do you use in school or at home?

Do you think young people enjoy using the latest technological products more than older people?
Do boys and girls like different technological products?

Do you believe that technology has improved our lives?

Do you believe that technology has negatively affected our lives?

What technological product can you not live without?

NS RND -

Why do you think some people enjoy using the latest technology so much?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jfor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is an extract from an article about technology:

Smart technology?

Forget super-smartphones and iPads; here are two products that are different in today’s consumer-technology
industry.

3k 3k ok 3k 3k ok sk ok ok ok ko sk sk ok ke ok 3k ok ok ok 3 e sk ke ke ok 3k ok b Sk ke sk 3k ke ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kol ok ko 3k ok ok ok ok ok k Sk sk ke ok ke ok 3 ok 3k ok 3Kk ok ok ok 2k ok 3k 3k ok k ok 3k 3 sk ok ok o ok ok sk ok ok ok ok

The Karotz

A 23cm-tall white
bunny with a Hello
Kitty-type face and a
glowing tummy, it is
described as ‘an
intelligent house
robot’.

It has a speaker for
playing internet
radio, a webcam and
a synthesized voice
that can read you
newspaper headlines.
In fact, a child could
use the Karotz to
signal to a parent at
work that he is home
from school.

The Pogoplug

This device allows
you to put your
personal files online
without trusting them
to a third party’s
servers, where they
could be hacked.
Your data never
leaves your control.

By connecting your
computer to a
Pogoplug, you’re
creating your own
personal storage
system for all your
files such as music,
movies and photos.

Your group wants to write an article for your school magazine about technological products such as the
Karotz and the Pogoplug and their usefulness in our lives. Discuss with your group what to include in your
article. You may want to talk about:

e why people like to use technological products
¢ the benefits of technological products in our lives

e  whether all technological products are useful

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to | minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
The suggestions below appeared on Wikihow:

Tips for writing a diary
®  Pick a cover design that you think is nice or suits your style.

s Try starting the entry with something catchy or exciting and then end with writing your
feelings about the day or doing a drawing to show how you are feeling.

a A format you can use is to write your entry on one side of the page and on the other side put
a picture or include a souvenir iike an entrance ticket to a show.

s Make it good to read. When you look back you want to enjoy reading it.

s Write all of your deep thoughts. If you keep things inside of you, there’s no point in keeping a
diary.

a  Keep it neat!
® Try not to write in it more than once a day.

= Don't worry if you can't write every day.

Your teacher wants to promote the use of diaries so that students get more writing practice. You may want to
talk about:

¢ why it is useful to keep a diary
e how to make a diary interesting and memorable
e which tips you would find most useful for writing a diary

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1. Have you ever kept a diary?

Would you prefer to write a diary on paper or online?

What problems could occur if you lost your diary?

Would you prefer to write a diary in your first language or in English?
How would you feel if someone read your diary?

Should parents have the right to read their child’s diary?

Would you read someone’s diary if you found it?

® N AW

What might you learn about yourself, if you looked at your diary ten years later?

SONOT TAKE AW AN
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
for a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The suggestions below appeared on Wikihow:

Tips for writing a diary
s Pick a cover design that you think is nice or suits your style.

« Try starting the entry with something catchy or exciting and then end with writing your
feelings about the day or doing a drawing to show how you are feeling.

s A format you can use is to write your entry on one side of the page and on the other side put
a picture or include a souvenir like an entrance ticket to a show.

s Make it good to read. When you look back you want to enjoy reading it.

®  Write all of your deep thoughts. If you keep things inside of you, there’s no point in keeping a
diary.

= Keep it neat!
=  Try not to write in it more than once a day.

®  Don't worry if you can't write every day.

Your teacher wants to promote the use of diaries so that students get more writing practice. You may want to
talk about:

¢ why it is useful to keep a diary
o how to make a diary interesting and memorable
¢ which tips you would find most useful for writing a diary

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to I minute to respond,
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is an extract from a column about a cross-harbour race in Hong Kong:

The race is on!

After a break of 30 years, the cross-harbour race is being organized once again. Participants have to swim
from Sam Ka Tsuen Public Pier in Lei Yue Mun to Quarry Bay Park, a distance of 1.8km. The number of
participants is limited to 1,000, and in order to qualify as a participant, interested applicants need to show
that they can swim 1,500 metres in 45 minutes.

One concern is whether the quality of water is suitable for swimmers, and another is whether the currents
may be too strong. However, it seems that the swifter currents at Lei Yue Mun firstly help to keep the
water cleaner than other parts of the harbour, and secondly help the swimmer to go with the flow to make
the race easier. The event will not be harmful to swimmers, according to the organizers, the Hong Kong
Amateur Swimming Association, and they hope to make the cross-harbour race an annual event.

Your group is going to write an essay about the cross-harbour race in Hong Kong for a class assignment.
Discuss with your group what to include in your essay. You may want to talk about:

®  the popularity of swimming in Hong Kong in general
s any potential dangers of swimming across the harbour
e the benefits of the race for participants and Hong Kong

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1. Do you prefer swimming in a swimming pool or in the sea?

Why do you think some people would enjoy swimming across Victoria Harbour?

How difficult do you think it would be to swim across Victoria Harbour?

Why do some people prefer swimming in the sea or ocean, rather than swimming in a pool?
Where would another good place be in Hong Kong to hold a swimming race?

Why do you think the quality of water is important to swimmers?

What kind of safety measures should the race organizers have in place?

® N u s wN

Do you think that making the cross-harbour race an annual event would benefit Hong Kong?

DO NOT TAKE AWAY
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS ‘
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
for a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is an extract from a column about a cross-harbour race in Hong Kong:

The race is on!

After a break of 30 years, the cross-harbour race is being organized once again. Participants have to swim
from Sam Ka Tsuen Public Pier in Lei Yue Mun to Quarry Bay Park, a distance of 1.8km. The number of
participants is limited to 1,000, and in order to qualify as a participant, interested applicants need to show
that they can swim 1,500 metres in 45 minutes.

One concern is whether the quality of water is suitable for swimmers, and another is whether the currents
may be too strong. However, it seems that the swifter currents at Lei Yue Mun firstly help to keep the
water cleaner than other parts of the harbour, and secondly help the swimmer to go with the flow to make
the race easier. The event will not be harmful to swimmers, according to the organizers, the Hong Kong
Amateur Swimming Association, and they hope to make the cross-harbour race an annual event.

Your group is going to write an essay about the cross-harbour race in Hong Kong for a class assignment.
Discuss with your group what to include in your essay. You may want to talk about:

e the popularity of swimming in Hong Kong in general
e any potential dangers of swimming across the harbour
o the benefits of the race for participants and Hong Kong

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.

38 DO NOT TAKE AWAY

g




2012-DSE
ENG LANG

HONG KONG EXAMINATIONS AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY
HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION 2012

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 4

PART A Group Interaction
The advertisement below offers study tours to England:

OXFORD SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

Study Tour Programmes (June-August)

Airport greeting and transfer
You will be picked up from the airport and taken to our centre where you will be introduced to your host
family.

Homestay accommodation

Homestay accommodation not only offers students an opportunity to experience English culture but also
provides a real environment for them to practise their English. The homestay programme ailows students to
have their own room, sample English homestyle cooking and be treated as part of their host family.

English language classes
Three hours of intensive English classes every weekday morning.

Educational excursions and sightseeing tours
Excursions to historic sites and places of local interest are offered three afternoons a week. Full-day
excursions are provided on Saturdays.

Recreational activities
A range of sporting and recreational activities are provided two afternoons a week.

Your school is planning a one month summer study tour to England. Discuss with your group the pros and
cons of going on a study tour. You may want to talk about:

e what skills or knowledge can be gained from study tours
* what difficulties or problems might be encountered on a study tour
o  whether you would recommend the above programme for your school

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1. Would you like to go on a study tour?

In which country would you most like to go on a study tour?

Would you prefer to stay with a host family or in a hotel on a study tour?

What aspects of staying with a host family would worry you most?

Why do you think study tours are becoming more popular with Hong Kong schools?

Do you think it would be difficult to mix with students from other countries on a study tour?

In what ways would going on a study tour help you become more sociable?

® N v oA wN

What are the ideal qualities of a host family?

DONOT TAKE AWAY
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The advertisement below offers study tours to England:

OXFORD SCHOOL OF ENGLISH

Study Tour Programmes (June-August)

Airport greeting and transfer
You will be picked up from the airport and taken to our centre where you will be introduced to your host
family.

Homestay accommodation

Homestay accommodation not only offers students an opportunity to experience English culture but also
provides a real environment for them to practise their English. The homestay programme allows students to
have their own room, sample English homestyle cooking and be treated as part of their host family.

English language classes
Three hours of intensive English classes every weekday morning.

Educational excursions and sightseeing tours
Excursions to historic sites and places of local interest are offered three afternoons a week. Full-day
excursions are provided on Saturdays.

Recreational activities
A range of sporting and recreational activities are provided two afternoons a week.

Your school is planning a one month summer study tour to England. Discuss with your group the pros and
cons of going on a study tour. You may want to talk about:

o what skills or knowledge can be gained from study tours
*  what difficulties or problems might be encountered on a study tour
*  whether you would recommend the above programme for your school

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to I minute to respond.

90 DO NOT TAKE AWAY
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PART A Group Interaction
The activities below appeared in a local food magazine:

Sushi 101 workshop

ne-day sushi workshop taught by executi , Hiroshi Nagashima.

create! All materials are

Ollw—uay' SUSii WOIKSiiop augii
Learn how to make your own rolls and eat what yo
included.

o Lecture: history of sushi and how to make sushi rice
o Demonstration: cutting and decorating rolls

« Hands-on practice: basic rolls & special rolls

o Tasting time!

The world of Japanese food decoration

Japanese food is renowned for its elegant presentation. Acclaimed chef Hiroshi
Nagashima will show you more than 60 garnishes for home parties and give
you insider tips for successful presentation. Most are simple enough to master
in seconds, although a handful will challenge your skills.

Night out in a sushi bar

The sushi conveyor belt is far from monotonous and the conveyor belt sushi bar
is a great way to host a party. Sushi, cocktails or other delicacies are placed on
the conveyor belt while guests feast their eyes on all those culinary delights
passing by.

You are members of a Japanese Cookery Club. Your group wants to organize a welcoming event for new
members. You may want to talk about:

e  which activity would be best for attracting new members
e how the event could be promoted
e what other events the club could organize in the future

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

Would you like to work in a sushi restaurant?

Would you like to attend a cookery workshop?

Why do you think Japanese food is popular in Hong Kong?

Is food decoration or taste more important?

What are some major differences between Japanese and Chinese food?
Do you think there are health risks in eating raw fish?

Would you recommend a conveyor belt sushi bar to someone who has never been to one?

® NS, A LN~

Do you think Japanese food’s reputation for being healthy is justified?

RO TARKE AW AY
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The activities below appeared in a local food magazine:

Sushi 101 workshop

One-day sushi workshop taught by executive Sushi Chef, Hiroshi Nagashima,
Learn how to make your own rolls and eat what you create! All materials are
included.

o Lecture: history of sushi and how to make sushi rice

+ Demonstration: cutting and decorating rolls

» Hands-on practice: basic rolls & special rolls

o Tasting time!

The world of Japanese food decoration

Japanese food is renowned for its elegant presentation. Acclaimed chef Hiroshi
Nagashima will show you more than 60 garnishes for home parties and give
you insider tips for successful presentation. Most are simple enough to master
in seconds, although a handful will challenge your skills.

Night out in a sushi bar

The sushi conveyor belt is far from monotonous and the conveyor belt sushi bar
is a great way to host a party. Sushi, cocktails or other delicacies are placed on
the conveyor belt while guests feast their eyes on all those culinary delights
passing by.

You are members of a Japanese Cookery Club. Your group wants to organize a welcoming event for new
members. You may want to talk about:

s which activity would be best for attracting new members
e how the event could be promoted
¢  what other events the club could organize in the future

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.

DO NOT TAKE AWAY
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PART A Group Interaction
The editorial below appeared in a local newspaper:

A lack of space

Hong Kong is one of the most overcrowded cities in the world. With a population of 7 million squeezed
into a small area, buildings have had to be built much higher to accommodate the expanding number of
people who live and work in the city. While the height of buildings has risen, the size of the flats inside has
got smaller. It is not uncommon for several family members to be sharing a small two bedroom apartment.
What effect does this lack of space have on people?

Increased mental problems is one issue associated with cramped living. Another is antisocial behaviour,
especially when people are living in subdivided flats, where they often live in only one room with facilities
that they must share with strangers. Indeed, problems are not just restricted to dealing with non-family
members; a lack of space can also make it much more difficult to have harmonious relationships with those
who are closest to us.

Your group wants to gather information about the lack of space in Hong Kong for a group project. You may
want to talk about:

* how a lack of space affects the lives of Hong Kong people
¢ how Hong Kong people cope with having so little space
e any possible benefits of Hong Kong’s lack of space

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1. Where do you go when you need more space?

Do you feel that Hong Kong is a very crowded city?

How does living in crowded conditions affect you?

What are the disadvantages of sharing a room with another family member?

Do you think that the public places in Hong Kong provide enough space for ‘people?
What should the government do to create more space?

What advice would you give to someone who has to live in crowded conditions?

® NS R W N

How can a lack of space affect a person’s mental health?

CNOT TAKE AWAY
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The editorial below appeared in a local newspaper:

A lack of space

Hong Kong is one of the most overcrowded cities in the world. With a population of 7 million squeezed
into a small area, buildings have had to be built much higher to accommodate the expanding number of
people who live and work in the city. While the height of buildings has risen, the size of the flats inside has
got smaller. It is not uncommon for several family members to be sharing a small two bedroom apartment.
What effect does this lack of space have on people?

Increased mental problems is one issue associated with cramped living. Another is antisocial behaviour,
especially when people are living in subdivided flats, where they often live in only one room with facilities
that they must share with strangers. Indeed, problems are not just restricted to dealing with non-family
members; a lack of space can also make it much more difficult to have harmonious relationships with those
who are closest to us.

Your group wants to gather information about the lack of space in Hong Kong for a group project. You may
want to talk about:

e how a lack of space affects the lives of Hong Kong people
e how Hong Kong people cope with having so little space
e any possible benefits of Hong Kong’s lack of space

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond,

o4 DO NOT TAKE AW AY
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PART A Group Interaction
The information below appeared on the ‘Take a Brake’ Low Carbon Action website:

‘Take a Brake’ Low Carbon Action Scheme

The ‘Take a Brake' Low Carbon Action scheme is a green initiative that encourages people to drive less and
adopt green driving habits, as well as to promote low carbon living among non-drivers. The scheme is
designed to target schools, corporations and the general public.

The School Engagement Programme aims to enhance students’ understanding of emissions and to promote
the concept of ‘no car’. The programme mobilizes students to become ‘Young Ambassadors’ to invite the
public to support the ‘Take a Brake’' Low Carbon Action scheme and to opt for public transportation rather
than drive private cars. Through a series of educational activities, the scheme intends to give the public a
better understanding of the issues of climate change and what each individual can do to reduce their
ecological footprint on a daily basis.

Since 2010, more than 4,000 kindergarten and primary school students have been recruited as “Young
Ambassadors’. They have actively promoted the ‘no-car’ concept to drivers. Over 6,000 pledges have been
received from individuals who have agreed to lead a low carbon lifestyle and drive one day less per month,

You are members of your school’s student council and are considering whether to promote the ‘Take a Brake’
Low Carbon Action scheme in your secondary school. You may want to talk about:

¢  what the benefits of such a scheme would be
o what students can do to become involved
e  how such a scheme could be promoted

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1.  Why do some people want to own a car?

Would you want to be a ‘Young Ambassador’ for the scheme?

Do you think it is a necessity to own a car in Hong Kong?

What are the disadvantages of owning a car in Hong Kong?

What are the advantages of alternative modes of transport other than a car?
Do you think it is possible to ban all private cars from Hong Kong roads?

What measures could the government take to reduce the number of cars on the roads?

NS AN

Do you think such a scheme will have an effect on improving the environment?

1 PAKE AWAY
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The information below appeared on the ‘Take a Brake’ Low Carbon Action website:

‘Take a Brake’ Low Carbon Action Scheme

The ‘Take a Brake’ Low Carbon Action scheme is a green initiative that encourages people to drive less and
adopt green driving habits, as well as to promote low carbon living among non-drivers. The scheme is
designed to target schools, corporations and the general public.

The School Engagement Programme aims to enhance students’ understanding of emissions and to promote
the concept of ‘no car’. The programme mobilizes students to become “Young Ambassadors’ to invite the
public to support the ‘Take a Brake’ Low Carbon Action scheme and to opt for public transportation rather
| than drive private cars. Through a series of educational activities, the scheme intends to give the public a
better understanding of the issues of climate change and what each individual can do to reduce their
ecological footprint on a daily basis.

Since 2010, more than 4,000 kindergarten and primary school students have been recruited as ‘Young
Ambassadors’. They have actively promoted the ‘no-car’ concept to drivers. Over 6,000 pledges have been
received from individuals who have agreed to lead a low carbon lifestyle and drive one day less per month.

You are members of your school’s student council and are considering whether to promote the ‘Take a Brake’
Low Carbon Action scheme in your secondary school. You may want to talk about:

e what the benefits of such a scheme would be
e what students can do to become involved
¢ how such a scheme could be promoted

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.

DONOT TAKE AW AY
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is a newspaper report about 3D animated movies:

3D: I see the future

With the success of the re-release of the animated movie The Lion King 3D, Disney and Pixar (an animation
company) have decided to update four of their hit animated films into 3D — namely Beauty and the Beast,
Finding Nemo, Monsters, Inc. and The Little Mermaid.

Fans of these Disney classics are sure to be delighted at being able to watch these films with wonderful 3D
visual effects. “We’re thrilled to give audiences of all ages the chance to experience these beloved tales in an
exciting way with 3D — especially for the younger generation,” said the president of Walt Disney.

The Lion King 3D earned over US$80 million in America alone; many believe that the Disney 3D movies
would do well in Hong Kong because the number of 3D cinemas and 3D-produced films here has grown,
according to officials. Ticket sales have increased, reflecting the demand for 3D movies.

Your group wants to give a presentation about 3D movies in Hong Kong. Discuss with your group what to
include in your presentation. You may want to talk about:

¢ why 3D movies have become popular in Hong Kong
e whether all movies should be changed into 3D format
e other effects that can make watching movies more realistic

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

oA W

Do you prefer to watch a regular movie or a movie in 3D?

Would you like to have a 3D television at home?

Do 3D movies appeal more to younger people or older people?

Why do some people not enjoy watching a 3D movie?

Do you think it is better for cinemas to provide 3D glasses, or should customers bring their own 3D
glasses?

Is it a good idea for movies to be re-released in 3D in order to attract a younger audience?

Which is more important in a movie - a good story or the visual effects?

Which types of movies have the most effective 3D effects?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is a newspaper report about 3D animated movies:

3D: 1 see the future

With the success of the re-release of the animated movie The Lion King 3D, Disney and Pixar (an animation
company) have decided to update four of their hit animated films into 3D — namely Beauty and the Beast,
Finding Nemo, Monsters, Inc. and The Little Mermaid.

Fans of these Disney classics are sure to be delighted at being able to watch these films with wonderful 3D
visual effects. “We’re thrilled to give audiences of all ages the chance to experience these beloved tales in an
exciting way with 3D — especially for the younger generation,” said the president of Walt Disney.

The Lion King 3D earned over US$80 million in America alone; many believe that the Disney 3D movies
would do well in Hong Kong because the number of 3D cinemas and 3D-produced films here has grown,
according to officials. Ticket sales have increased, reflecting the demand for 3D movies.

Your group wants to give a presentation about 3D movies in Hong Kong. Discuss with your group what to
include in your presentation. You may want to talk about:

¢ why 3D movies have become popular in Hong Kong
e whether all movies should be changed into 3D format
e other effects that can make watching movies more realistic

» anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to I minute to respond.

98 DO NOT TAKE AWAY
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PART A Group Interaction
The article below appeared in a newspaper:

The destruction of Hong Kong’s heritage

Rather than show care and concern for the city’s environment and architectural heritage, Hong Kong's
tycoons and prominent citizens have been accused of going out of their way to destroy it in exchange for
profit. The landmark Wan Chai Market is becoming the base of a giant residential block, which will see its
heritage and architecture destroyed. And now a developer has put in a demolition plan for what is probably
the oldest house on the Peak, a handsome villa constructed in 1887.

The government, for its part, has destroyed by reclamation a huge area of the harbour at Central, and now
proposes to sell the west wing of the Central Government Offices for redevelopment. The offices are part of
Government Hill, Hong Kong’s last true heritage zone, which its own consultant recommended be part of a
new protected area. The government’s intention to sell this important part of Government Hill, presumably to
one of the developers that have already destroyed so much of the city’s heritage and environment, will
critically destroy the beauty of this heritage area.

Your group are members of a heritage conservation society and want to write a letter to a local newspaper
expressing your views on this issue. You are meeting to discuss what to include in the letter. You may want to
talk about:

¢  why certain buildings should be preserved
* how to balance urban development with heritage conservation
. v'vhat action should be taken to help preserve such buildings

o  anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1.  What are your favourite old buildings in Hong Kong?

Do you think Hong Kong people prefer to keep old buildings or build new ones?

How can heritage conservation promote tourism?

Do you think tt;e older or younger generation cares more about heritage preservation?

How can heritage conservation help educate people about the past?

When would it be appropriate to destroy heritage buildings?

What other things apart from old buildings need to be saved to preserve Hong Kong’s heritage?

Ll A G

What criteria should be considered when deciding whether buildings should be preserved?

SNOT TARE AV AN
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will

immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The article below appeared in a newspaper:

The destruction of Hong Kong’s heritage

Rather than show care and concern for the city’s environment and architectural heritage, Hong Kong’s
tycoons and prominent citizens have been accused of going out of their way to destroy it in exchange for
profit. The landmark Wan Chai Market is becoming the base of a giant residential block, which will see its
heritage and architecture destroyed. And now a developer has put in a demolition plan for what is probably
the oldest house on the Peak, a handsome villa constructed in 1887.

The government, for its part, has destroyed by reclamation a huge area of the harbour at Central, and now
proposes to sell the west wing of the Central Government Offices for redevelopment. The offices are part of
Government Hill, Hong Kong’s last true heritage zone, which its own consultant recommended be part of a
new protected area. The government’s intention to sell this important part of Government Hill, presumably to
one of the developers that have already destroyed so much of the city’s heritage and environment, will
critically destroy the beauty of this heritage area.

Your group are members of a heritage conservation society and want to write a letter to a local newspaper
expressing your views on this issue. You are meeting to discuss what to include in the letter. You may want to
talk about:

e why certain buildings should be preserved
¢ how to balance urban development with heritage conservation
¢ what action should be taken to help preserve such buildings

e anything else you‘\think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to | minute to respond.

DO NOT TARKE AW AY
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PART A Group Interaction
The article below appeared on a conservation website:

Dolphins under threat

Experts warn that building a third runway at Chek Lap Kok Airport will pose a serious risk to the
ever-decreasing population of Chinese white dolphins. Since 1997, 135 white dolphins have died. Nobody
really knows what will happen to the remaining 200 dolphins in Hong Kong waters, if the planned
development goes ahead. This is mainly due to the fact that the remains of the dead dolphins are generally
in such poor condition that it has been impossible to work out what caused their death. Possible reasons are
collisions with sea traffic, pollution and disease.

Reclamation would increase the size of the airport by another 50 percent and would be in an area inhabited
by the dolphins. Along with other infrastructure projects, such as the construction of the bridge linking
Hong Kong to Macau, many people believe the dolphins’ survival can only happen if major conservation
measures are adopted.

Your group are members of the Dolphin Conservation Society. You want to raise public awareness about the
impact of economic development on the survival of the Chinese white dolphin. You may want to talk about:

e why the dolphins should be better protected

e how the threat to the dolphins can be highlighted to the public

e whether protecting dolphin habitats is more important than the development of infrastructure
¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1. Would you like to see the Chinese white dolphin in the wild?

What would you do to show your support for the dolphins?

Do Hong Kong people care about what happens to the Chinese white dolphins?
Would you like td work for an organization that protects endangered animals?
How can environmental groups help to protect dolphins?

Can tourism help protect dolphins? ’

In what ways could the media be used to publicize the dangers the dolphins face?

© N N v os e N

Are we using up too many resources trying to save endangered animals?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will

immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
for a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The article below appeared on a conservation website:

Dolphins under threat

Experts warn that building a third runway at Chek Lap Kok Airport will pose a serious risk to the
ever-decreasing population of Chinese white dolphins. Since 1997, 135 white dolphins have died. Nobody
really knows what will happen to the remaining 200 dolphins in Hong Kong waters, if the planned
development goes ahead. This is mainly due to the fact that the remains of the dead dolphins are generally
in such poor condition that it has been impossible to work out what caused their death. Possible reasons are
collisions with sea traffic, pollution and disease.

Reclamation would increase the size of the airport by another 50 percent and would be in an area inhabited
by the dolphins. Along with other infrastructure projects, such as the construction of the bridge linking
Hong Kong to Macau, many people believe the dolphins® survival can only happen if major conservation
measures are adopted. *

Your group are members of the Dolphin Conservation Society. You want to raise public awareness about the
impact of economic development on the survival of the Chinese white dolphin. You may want to talk about:

¢ why the dolphins should be better protected
¢ how the threat to the dolphins can be highlighted to the public
e  whether protecting dolphin habitats is more important than the development of infrastructure

o anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is a newspaper report about teaching children how to manage their money:

Teaching money smarts to kids via cartoons

Most children in Hong Kong get pocket money but, according to parents in a survey, it seems only a few
believe their children have very good money management skills. Yet nearly all parents think it is important
for kids to learn responsible money management skills, and would like tools to help them teach these skills.

A new cartoon show — Cha-Ching Money Smart Kids — features a band called Cha-Ching whose aim is to
teach children the basic concepts about money in a fun and engaging way. The programme stresses four
basic money management concepts — earn, save, spend and donate — so children learn the many ways they
can use their pocket money. Most importantly, they are taught the differences between wants and needs.

“Changing behaviour takes practice and Cha-Ching gives kids the chance to practise the four money
management concepts. Ultimately, this practice will help build essentlal and responsible money
management habits,” says the show’s creator.

Your school is considering whether to show the Cha-Ching Money Smart Kids cartoon to teach good money
management skills. Your group is discussing whether this is a good idea. You may want to talk about:

e why it is necessary to teach good money management skills
o  whether showing a cartoon is the best way
¢ what additional activities could be introduced

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

Are you good at saving money?

How do teenagers in Hong Kong spend their money?

Have your parents ever taught you rﬁoney management skills?

Do you think schools should Eeach money management skills?

Should teenagers be given pocket money or have to earn it?

Do you think that donating money is an important component of good money management skills?

Do teenagers know the difference between wants and needs?

® NN, EW DN -

Of the four basic money management concepts — earn, save, spend and donate — which are you worst at?

OONOT TAKE AW AN
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
for a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is a newspaper report about teaching children how to manage their money:

Teaching money smarts to kids via cartoons

Most children in Hong Kong get pocket money but, according to parents in a survey, it seems only a few
believe their children have very good money management skills. Yet nearly all parents think it is important
for kids to learn responsible money management skills, and would like tools to help them teach these skills.

A new cartoon show — Cha-Ching Money Smart Kids — features a band called Cha-Ching whose aim is to
teach children the basic concepts about money in a fun and engaging way. The programme stresses four
basic money management concepts — earn, save, spend and donate — so children learn the many ways they
can use their pocket money. Most importantly, they are taught the differences between wants and needs.

“Changing behaviour takes practice and Cha-Ching gives kids the chance to practise the four money
management concepts. Ultimately, this practice will help build essential and responsible money
management habits,” says the show’s creator.

Your school is considering whether to show the Cha-Ching Money Smart Kids cartoon to teach good money
management skills. Your group is discussing whether this is a good idea. You may want to talk about:

e why it is necessary to teach good money management skills
¢ whether showing a cartoon is the best way
o  what additional activities could be introduced

e  anything else you think'is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is a review of a restaurant in Hong Kong:

El Torico

Although El Torico is a well-known Spanish restaurant in Tai Koo, we had not reviewed it before. After
finally trying their food though, we felt like we hadn’t been missing out on much. The place itself is quite
pleasant, with colourful and welcoming Spanish decoration. We sat down and ordered a couple of items from
their menu for dinner.

The prawns with garlic and chili came nicely cooked, tender and juicy. The Iberico ham, though a small
portion (15 grams) and a bit too soft, was only passable. Their mushroom and spinach dish was too creamy.
Our main course was their signature paella (rice). We weren’t expecting too much given its price ($128 for
two people), but were still disappointed at the limited ingredients (a count-on-your-fingers amount of clams,
prawns and chopped sausage) and the dry rice!

Along with its poor service, almost everything at El Torico screamed “below average”. We’re not very keen
on going there for food again.

Verdict: 2 outof 5stars * K % . W

Your group is doing a project on restaurants in Hong Kong. Your group has to write reviews of different
restaurants. You may want to talk about:

e the different kinds of cuisines in Hong Kong
o the characteristics of a good restaurant
e what a good restaurant review should include

s anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1.  What is your favourite restaurant?

Have you ever been to a bad restaurant?

Which is more i}nportant to you when choosing a restaurant — its food or its decoration?
Which is worse — poor service or bad food?

Which would you trust more — a restaurant review or your friend’s recommendations?
Do you think restaurant reviews are reliable?

Should restaurants respond when they receive a negative review?

Lol A A T

How can restaurants get feedback from customers?

INOT TAKI
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is a review of a restaurant in Hong Kong:

El Torico

Although El Torico is a well-known Spanish restaurant in Tai Koo, we had not reviewed it before. After
finally trying their food though, we felt like we hadn’t been missing out on much. The place itself is quite
pleasant, with colourful and welcoming Spanish decoration. We sat down and ordered a couple of items from
their menu for dinner.

The prawns with garlic and chili came nicely cooked, tender and juicy. The Iberico ham, though a small
portion (15 grams) and a bit too soft, was only passable. Their mushroom and spinach dish was too creamy.
Our main course was their signature paella (rice). We weren’t expecting too much given its price ($128 for
two people), but were still disappointed at the limited ingredients (a count-on-your-fingers amount of clams,
prawns and chopped sausage) and the dry rice!

Along with its poor service, almost everything at El Torico screamed “below average”. We’re not very keen
on going there for food again.

Verdict: 2outof 5stars % * W ¢ %

Your group is doing a project on restaurants in Hong Kong. Your group has to write reviews of different
restaurants. You may want to talk about:

e the different kinds of cuisines in Hong Kong
¢ the characteristics of a good restaurant
* what a good restaurant review should include

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to I minute to respond,
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PART A Group Interaction J
The article below appeared on a website about reality TV:

Reality TV

A reality show is a kind of television show in which members of the public or celebrities are filmed living
their everyday lives or undertaking specific challenges. They are usually asked to describe afterwards their
thoughts and feelings while they were taking part in the activity.

Critics of this genre think that reality TV has a negative impact on society because it reinforces bad
stereotypes and immoral behaviour, such as greed and vanity. For example, in ‘Fear Factor’, a prime-time
reality game show, contestants had to swallow live cockroaches in order to stay in a competition to win 1
million dollars. '

Proponents of reality TV maintain that it engages with hot topics such as class and race, and captures the
human spirit in a way that sitcoms and dramas cannot do. One critic argued that reality shows have the
power to break stereotypes citing Susan Boyle, the homely singer who became a star after performing on
‘Britain’s Got Talent’, a reality show where people compete to become famous singers.

Your group is doing a project to find out how popular reality TV shows are in Hong Kong. You may want to
talk about:

e how people of different generations view reality shows
o what type of reality shows people prefer
e reasons why these shows are popular/unpopular

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1. Do you like watching reality shows?

Would you want to be a participant in a reality show?

Which TV shows do you prefer watching — reality shows or traditional dramas?
Which do you prefer watching — reality shows or comedy?

Would a reality show featuring famous celebrities be popular in Hong Kong?
How might winning a reality show change the winner’s life?

Do you think reality shows have a positive or negative impact on society?

o NSV A LN

Some critics of reality TV call it ‘Humiliation TV’. Would you agree?

COT TARE AW AN
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page. ‘

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jfor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The article below appeared on a website about reality TV:

Reality TV

A reality show is a kind of television show in which members of the public or celebrities are filmed living
their everyday lives or undertaking specific challenges. They are usually asked to describe afterwards their
thoughts and feelings while they were taking part in the activity.

Critics of this genre think that reality TV has a negative impact on society because it reinforces bad
stereotypes and immoral behaviour, such as greed and vanity. For example, in ‘Fear Factor’, a prime-time
reality game show, contestants had to swallow live cockroaches in order to stay in a competition to win 1
million dollars.

Proponents of reality TV maintain that it engages with hot topics such as class and race, and captures the
human spirit in a way that sitcoms and dramas cannot do. One critic argued that reality shows have the
power to.break stereotypes citing Susan Boyle, the homely singer who became a star after performing on
‘Britain’s Got Talent’, a reality show where people compete to become famous singers.

Your group is doing a project to find out how popular reality TV shows are in Hong Kong. You may want to
talk about:

¢ how people of different generations view reality shows
e what type of reality shows people prefer
e reasons why these shows are popular/unpopular

» anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is a newspaper article about an English teacher’s innovative teaching methods:

Teaching English via video games

An English teacher in Malaysia has been teaching English through the method he knows best — video
games. He strongly believes that video games change the way students learn the language. “Video games
are packed with action and rich graphics. There are also words and phrases used in the games which I
believe can be learnt by students,” he said.

He found that using animation, songs and Internet material in his classroom was really effective in
capturing the students’ attention, enhancing their interest and improving their English. “I found that it is
easier to teach students using pop culture and technology, which can help to bridge the gap between the
teacher and student,” he added.

He himself enjoys playing video games, including simulation and role-playing games, for up to four hours
a day. “People always assume that playing video games is bad for you, but I believe in keeping a balance
between work and play,” he says.

Your group has to write a blog about English lessons in Hong Kong. Discuss with your group what to include
in your blog. You may want to talk about:

e any interesting English lessons you’ve had in school
e any English lessons you’ve had in school that were not enjoyable
e advantages or disadvantages of using video games in English lessons

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1. Would you enjoy learning English through video games?

Is it important for teachers to make English lessons fun?

Can video games be used to teach other subjects?

Would teachers who use video games to teach English be popular?
How effective is the use of technology in teaching English?

Do you think that a student’s English proficiency would improve through the use of songs?

N SR wN

Apart from using video games, what else can teachers do to enhance students’ interest in learning
English?

8. Do you think it’s important to have a balance between work and play in the classroom?

HONOT TARKE AW A
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
JSfor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is a newspaper article about an English teacher’s innovative teaching methods:

Teaching English via video games

An English teacher in Malaysia has been teaching English through the method he knows best — video
games. He strongly believes that video games change the way students learn the language. “Video games
are packed with action and rich graphics. There are also words and phrases used in the games which I
believe can be learnt by students,” he said.

He found that using animation, songs and Internet material in his classroom was really effective in
capturing the students’ attention, enhancing their interest and improving their English. “I found that it is
easier to teach students using pop culture and technology, which can help to bridge the gap between the
teacher and student,” he added.

He himself enjoys playing video games, including simulation and role-playing games, for up to four hours
a day. “People always assume that playing video games is bad for you, but I believe in keeping a balance
between work and play,” he says. v

Your group has to write a blog about English lessons in Hong Kong. Discuss with your group what to include
in your blog. You may want to talk about:

e any interesting English lessons you’ve had in school
* any English lessons you’ve had in school that were not enjoyable
» advantages or disadvantages of using video games in English lessons

¢ anything else you think is impbrtant

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
The article below appeared on a home swapping website:

Home swapping vacations

Home swapping for vacation travellers has been around for 60 years, but it’s only in recent years that it has
caught on in Asia. Initiated by a group of European teachers in the 1950s, this model of home swapping
travel can be generally described as ‘I stay at your place — you stay at mine.’ A variation is that the two
parties alternately host each other, saving each other the expense of accommodation and providing a more
‘local-flavoured’ trip.

Home swapping deals are usually made online, through home swapping agencies such as
Homeexchange.com, where registered members have their personal profiles, pictures of their houses and
preferred destinations posted online. They are then able to match with others looking for exchanges.

‘It is true that in Asian culiture, we don’t fancy inviting strangers to our homes nor do we feel comfortable
at other people’s places. People are more concerned about the potential risks rather than the benefits when
talking about home swapping,” said Steve Xue, Asian President of Homeexchange.com. He compares it to
online dating which was initially rejected by mainstream society due to the potential risks, but he believes
that business will boom once the positive aspects of home swapping are better understood by the public.

Your group thinks that home swapping might be a good idea for a family vacation but you would like to
discuss the pros and cons. You may want to talk about:

e  what the risks of home swapping are

¢  what the advantages of home swapping are

o whether local culture can be better experienced through home swapping

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individuai Response

1. Would you like to stay in someone else’s home while on vacation?

If you had a choice, would you prefer to stay in a hotel or someone’s home?

What information would be useful to'’know before selecting a suitable home swap?

Do you think home swapping will ever become popular in Hong Kong or Asia?

What would be your greatest concern if you swapped homes?

If you had a chance to swap homes, what kind of dream home would you like to live in for a day?

What aspects of a Hong Kong flat would people from overseas dislike?

P NN N

If someone stayed in your home, what do you think they would learn about life in Hong Kong?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS ,
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page. N

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The article below appeared on a home swapping website:

Home swapping vacations

Home swapping for vacation travellers has been around for 60 years, but it’s only in recent years that it has
caught on in Asia. Initiated by a group of European teachers in the 1950s, this model of home swapping
travel can be generally described as ‘I stay at your place — you stay at mine.” A variation is that the two
parties alternately host each other, saving each other the expense of accommodation and providing a more
‘local-flavoured’ trip.

Home swapping deals are usually made online, through home swapping agencies such as
Homeexchange.com, where registered members have their personal profiles, pictures of their houses and
preferred destinations posted online. They are then able to match with others looking for exchanges.

‘It is true that in Asian culture, we don’t fancy inviting strangers to our homes nor do we feel comfortable
at other people’s places. People are more concerned about the potential risks rather than the benefits when
talking about home swapping,” said Steve Xue, Asian President of Homeexchange.com. He compares it to
online dating which was initially rejected by mainstream society due to the potential risks, but he believes
that business will boom once the positive aspects of home swapping are better understood by the public.

Your group thinks that home swapping might be a good idea for a family vacation but you would like to
discuss the pros and cons. You may want to talk about: '

o  what the risks of home swapping are

*  what the advantages of home swapping are

¢ whether local culture can be better experienced through home swapping

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response -

The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to I minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
The article below appeared in a newspaper:

Toy town

Hong Kong has been making many of the world’s toys for the past 60 years, and while production takes
place in Chinese factories, it is still Hong Kong companies which are responsible for the action figures,
dolls and remote-controlled cars placed under Christmas trees the world over. ‘Seventy percent of global
toy products are made by Hong Kong-run companies,” says Mr Yeung, the executive vice president of the
Toy Manufacturers Association of Hong Kong.

A new exhibition organised at the Hong Kong Design Institute of more than 1,000 Hong Kong-made toys
will showcase the territory’s toy-making roots and may eventually lead to a permanent museum. It features
all types of playthings, from rare Qing dynasty figurines to the Cabbage Patch dolls and Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles produced during the industry’s 1980s heyday and the latest digital toys that hook up to iPods
and iPhones.

But with kids turning to non-traditional playthings such as video games, computers, music and cosmetics at
younger ages, some say toy manufacturing may be a sunset industry. That is something that Mr Yeung
can’t bring himself to agree with. ‘As long as there are kids, they will need toys to play with.’

Your group is working on a project on the changing trends of toys and games in Hong Kong. Discuss with
your group what to include in the project. You may want to talk about:

e whether traditional toys and games are still popular
o the advantages of non-traditional toys compared to traditional toys and games
e what kinds of toys and games will be popular in the future

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1.  What was your favourite toy or ’game when you were growing up?

Do you still have toys or games from when you were a child?

Do you think Hong Kong should open a toy museum?

What qualities do you look for when you buy a toy or game?

Do you think children should have more time to play with toys or games?

Are there toys or games that parents wouldn’t want their children to play with?

Do you think that as a result of high-tech toys, children are growing up more quickly than before?

® N WD

Do you think that Hong Kong toy manufacturers deserve more recognition?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The article below appeared in a newspaper:

Toy town

Hong Kong has been making many of the world’s toys for the past 60 years, and while production takes
place in Chinese factories, it is still Hong Kong companies which are responsible for the action figures,
dolls and remote-controlled cars placed under Christmas trees the world over. ‘Seventy percent of global
toy products are made by Hong Kong-run companies,’ says Mr Yeung, the executive vice president of the
Toy Manufacturers Association of Hong Kong.

A new exhibition organised at the Hong Kong Design Institute of more than 1,000 Hong Kong-made toys
will showcase the territory’s toy-making roots and may eventually lead to a permanent museum. It features
all types of playthings, from rare Qing dynasty figurines to the Cabbage Patch dolls and Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles produced during the industry’s 1980s heyday and the latest digital toys that hook up to iPods
and iPhones.

But with kids turning to non-traditional playthings such as video games, computers, music and cosmetics at
younger ages, some say toy manufacturing may be a sunset industry. That is something that Mr Yeung
| can’t bring himself to agree with. ‘As long as there are kids, they will need toys to play with.’

Your group is working on a project on the changing trends of toys and games in Hong Kong. Discuss with
your group what to include in the project. You may want to talk about;

e  whether traditional toys and games are still popular
¢ the advantages of non-traditional toys compared to traditional toys and games
* what kinds of toys and games will be popular in the future

* anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to I minute to respond.

DO NOT TAKE AWAY
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PART A Group Interaction
The two letters below appeared in a business columnist’s advice column in a newspaper:

‘I love my work, but the money is rubbish.’

I’m in a quandary. I do interesting, rewarding work at a small design company. I like the hours and the
people, but the pay is terrible. In Hong Kong, it just doesn’t go far enough. I’ve been told by my employer
that I can rewrite my own job description to make it even better, although it wouldn’t mean much more
money. Instead, I could go for a standard position with a bank, working much longer hours but with a
starting salary at least 50 per cent more than I'm getting now. So my problem boils down to this: 'm
twenty-seven this year; do I take the money or the job satisfaction?

Designer, male, 26

‘I never wanted to be a lawyer, but now I’m stuck.’
I did not grow up wanting to be a lawyer, I-just ended up there because I had good grades and was attracted
to the big salary. I travelled around the world for two years, but then had to come back to law-related work
to pay the bills and mortgage. Now I'm in my late twenties and desperately want to do something
meaningful. But I have obligations, and have acquired a certain lifestyle. So I lack the courage to change
completely, to give up the big salary, even though I know I could be much happier doing something else.

Lawyer, female, almost 30

You are taking a guidance course offered through the careers department of your school and are discussing the
problems faced by young people when choosing a career. You may want to talk about:

¢ the struggles young people face when deciding on a career
e  what criteria are important when making a career choice
- o what advice you would give to someone who does not know what job they would like to do

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1. Do you know of someone who is in a job that they don’t like?

What job would you do if money were not an issue?

Would you be willing to leave Hong Kong to pursue your dream job?
What is more important to you: money or job satisfaction?

Do you think you will do one or many jobs during your working life?
How important is job security to you?

Do you think young people today have more job opportunities than their parents?

N WD

Would family expectations influence your choice of career?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

The two letters below appeared in a business columnist’s advice column in a newspaper:

‘I love my work, but the money is rubbish.’

I’'m in a quandary. I do interesting, rewarding work at a small design company. I like the hours and the
people, but the pay is terrible. In Hong Kong, it just doesn’t go far enough. I’ve been told by my employer
that I can rewrite my own job description to make it even better, although it wouldn’t mean much more
money. Instead, I could go for a standard position with a bank, working much longer hours but with a
starting salary at least 50 per cent more than I’'m getting now. So my problem boils down to this: I'm
twenty-seven this year; do I take the money or the job satisfaction?

Designer, male, 26

‘I never wanted to be a lawyer, but now I’m stuck.’
I did not grow up wanting to be a lawyer, I just ended up there because I had good grades and was attracted
to-the big salary. I travelled around the world for two years, but then had to come back to law-related work
to pay the bills and mortgage. Now I'm in my late twenties and desperately want to do something
meaningful. But I have obligations, and have acquired a certain lifestyle. So I lack the courage to change
completely, to give up the big salary, even though I know I could be much happier doing something else.

Lawyer, fgmale, almost 30

You are taking a guidance course offered through the careers department of your school and are discussing the
problems faced by young people when choosing a career. You may want to talk about:

¢ the struggles young people face when deciding on a career
e  what criteria are important when making a career choice
* what advice you would give to someone who does not know what job they would like to do

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond,
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PART A Group Interaction
The article below appeared in the local newspaper:

QOutdoor music festivals

Outdoor music festivals are well-established in Europe and America. In the UK and US, they are million
dollar businesses generating enormous revenue. But in Hong Kong, they are still not a part of the culture.

Two outdoor music festivals were discontinued in 2006 and 2010 because venue spaces were too small,
nearby residents complained about the noise and the government was unsupportive. Similar difficulties
confront the annual Clockenflap Music and Arts Festival which was held at the West Kowloon Cultural
District. In their second year of running the festival, residents living near the venue complained they could
not hear their television while the festival organizers were testing their sound equipment.

“The government needs to set aside the space and say, right, this is going to be used for outdoor events
throughout the year, and if you build any residential space nearby, sorry, but there is going to be noise,’
says Mike Hill, Clockenflap’s Festival Director. ‘Hong Kong needs to have an open space allocated for
music. There is a demand for it. It could be jazz. It could be Chinese Opera. It could be what we did — an
alternative music and arts festival.’

Your group wants to write a letter to the editor to express your views about outdoor music festivals. Discuss
what to include in the letter. You may want to talk about:

e  whether there is a demand for outdoor music festivals in Hong Kong
e whether the complaints about noise are a fair concern
¢ what other events you would like to see held in the West Kowloon Cultural District

e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1.  Are yoﬁ interested in attending 7an outdoor music festival?

Would you prefer to attend an indoor or an outdoor music performance?

Do you think Hong Kong people would like to see more outdoor music festivals?

Do you think a music festival should only feature famous bands and performers?

Would you like to get involved in organizing an outdoor music festival?

Besides noise complaints, what other problems might organizers of an outdoor music festival face?

Do you think these types of festivals develop people’s interest in the arts?

® NN AW

Do you think the government is doing enough to support local musicians and artists?

DONOT TAKE AWAY
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
- for a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the

discussion,

The article below appeared in the local newspaper:

Outdoor music festivals

Outdoor music festivals are well-established in Europe and America. In the UK and US, they are million
dollar businesses generating enormous revenue. But in Hong Kong, they are still not a part of the culture.

Two outdoor music festivals were discontinued in 2006 and 2010 because venue spaces were too small,
nearby residents complained about the noise and the government was unsupportive. Similar difficulties
confront the annual Clockenflap Music and Arts Festival which was held at the West Kowloon Cultural
District. In their second year of running the festival, residents living near the venue complained they could
not hear their television while the festival organizers were testing their sound equipment.

‘The government needs to set aside the space and say, right, this is going to be used for outdoor events
throughout the year, and if you build any residential space nearby, sorry, but there is going to be noise,’
says Mike Hill, Clockenflap’s Festival Director. ‘Hong Kong needs to have an open space allocated for
music. There is 2 demand for it. It could be jazz. It could be Chinese Opera. It could be what we did ~ an
alternative music and arts festival.’

Your group wants to write a letter to the editor to express your views about outdoor music festivals. Discuss
what to include in the letter. You may want to talk about:

*  whether there is a demand for outdoor music festivals in Hong Kong
e whether the complaints about noise are a fair concern
¢  what other events you would like to see held in the West Kowloon Cultural District

* anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to | minute to respond.
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is a newspaper report about the increasing number of men in Singapore who have had plastic surgery:

Rising trend of men seeking plastic surgery

Doctors in Singapore say that they are seeing more male patients these days who seek plastic surgery. Dr
Tan, a plastic surgeon, said he has seen a 25 percent increase in male patients each year who want to
improve their looks.

These men come from all age groups and professions. Older men, in their 40s and upwards, usually seek
treatment for age-related concerns such as hair loss, a big tummy and wrinkle lines. The younger ones in
their 20s and 30s are interested in enhancing their looks, such as their nose, eyes, lips and skin.

Dr Tan believes that more men now see plastic surgery as a lifestyle choice. “Instead of spending money on
the latest computer, they would rather spend to ‘upgrade’ their looks to get an added advantage at work,
especially for men who have to meet clients,” he said. Additionally, advances in technology also mean that
the procedures are safer, the results are better, and the recovery time is quicker.

Your group has to do a project about men who seek plastic surgery. Discuss with your group what to include
in your project. You may want to talk about:

e what kinds of men would seek plastic surgery
o the reasons for its increasing popularity
e any negative aspects of plastic surgery

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

1.  Isit important to be good looking?
Do you think men in Hong Kong would have plastic surgery?
Do you think people should have plastic surgery?

What would you feel if you found out that a classmate had had plastic surgery?

Is it more acceptable for older or younger men to have plastic surgery?

2

3

4

5.  How else can men improve their looks?

6

7. Do you think that, one day, more men will seek plastic surgery than women?
8

What advice would you give a family member who wanted to have plastic surgery?

PONOT TARE AWAY
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group Interaction
You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes

for a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is a newspaper report about the increasing number of men in Singapore who have had plastic surgery:

Rising trend of men seeking plastic surgery

Doctors in Singapore say that they are seeing more male patients these days who seek plastic surgery. Dr
Tan, a plastic surgeon, said he has seen a 25 percent increase in male patients each year who want to
improve their looks.

These men come from all age groups and professions. Older men, in their 40s and upwards, usually seek
treatment for age-related concerns such as hair loss, a big tummy and wrinkle lines. The younger ones in
their 20s and 30s are interested in enhancing their looks, such as their nose, eyes, lips and skin.

Dr Tan believes that more men now see plastic surgery as a lifestyle choice. “Instead of spending money on
the latest computer, they would rather spend to ‘upgrade’ their looks to get an added advantage at work,
especially for men who have to meet clients,” he said. Addmonally, advances in technology also mean that
the procedures are safer, the results are better, and the recovery time is quicker.

Your group has to do a project about men who seek plastic surgery. Discuss with your group what to include
in your project. You may want to talk about:

e what kinds of men Would seek plastic surgery
o the reasons for its increasing popularity
e any negative aspects of plastic surgery

¢ anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.

DONOT TAKE AW AY
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PART A Group Interaction
Below is a newspaper report about a Hong Kong man with a super memory:

A super memory

A Baptist University graduate — 23-year-old Simon Li — set four records when he won the annual
Australian Memory Championships in Melbourne. He memorized a sequence of 52 cards and rearranged
them accordingly in just one minute and nine seconds. He also memorized another sequence of 280
numbers in just 15 minutes, 90 abstract images in 15 minutes and 176 random numbers in five minutes!

This international competition has been running for 20 years and tests the memorizing abilities of
contestants. They have to pass 10 categories including names and faces, abstract images, speed cards,
dates, words and numbers.

Li said that memory study is about making use of the unlimited potential of the brain in a creative way and
thinking with imagination. He had only scored 9 out of 30 points in the Hong Kong Certificate of
Education Examination before he discovered his interest in memory study. His intelligence quotient has
since increased after he began training in January 2006, and he encourages others to do the same.

Your group is interested in memory training and has decided to give a presentation on it. Discuss with your
group what to include in your presentation. You may want to talk about:

e the benefits of training one’s memory
¢ how one’s memorizing ability can be trained
e the types of people who could benefit from having an improved memory

e  anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response

Do you have a good or poor memory?

Which is the easiest for you to remember — numbers, names or faces?
Is it important to have a good memory nowadays?

What methods do you use to memorize things?

Do you think that older people can train their memorizing abilities?
In which subjects would memory skills be most useful?

Should schools teach students how to improve one’s memorizing ability?

® N> E LN =

Which is more important, a good memory or creativity?
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
This paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.

PART A Group interaction

You will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group interaction is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes
Jor a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the
discussion.

Below is a newspaper report about a Hong Kong man with a super memory:

A super memory

A Baptist University graduate — 23-year-old Simon Li — set four records when he won the annual
Australian Memory Championships in Melbourne. He memorized a sequence of 52 cards and rearranged
them accordingly in just one minute and nine seconds. He also memorized another sequence of 280
numbers in just 15 minutes, 90 abstract images in 15 minutes and 176 random numbers in five minutes!

This international competition has been running for 20 years and tests the memorizing abilities of
contestants. They have to pass 10 categories including names and faces, abstract images, speed cards,
dates, words and numbers.

Li said that memory study is about making use of the unlimited potential of the brain in a creative way and
thinking with imagination. He had only scored 9 out of 30 points in the Hong Kong Certificate of
Education Examination before he discovered his interest in memory study. His intelligence quotient has
since increased after he began training in January 2006, and he encourages others to do the same.

Your group is interested in memory training and has decided to give a presentation on it. Discuss with your
group what to include in your presentation. You may want to talk about:

¢ the benefits of training one’s memory

* how one’s memorizing ability can be trained

* the types of people who could benefit from having an improved memory
e anything else you think is important

PART B Individual Response
The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 1 minute to respond.
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